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3

Hang in there, Captain. 

Just a few more minutes 

and Plain Rock* 

will be nothing 

but a bad 

memory.

I canít wait to discover 

ëFighter Pilot Jonesí Ö You 

never cease to amaze me Ö

Youíll 

see; General 

Carringtonís 

house is the 

perfect spot 

for you to 

convalesce.

As long as 

thereís no sadistic 

doctor, Iíll take 

it Ö

Sheriff, are you telling me that with 

all the means at your disposal, you 

still canít locate a single ambulance 

in the desert, where it must be 

leaving a plume of dust visible 

from miles around?!

Itís not 

actually that simple, 

Dr Johansson Ö

This TAV-8A can 

take off vertically 

Ö Are the straps 

hurting you, 

Captain?

Yes Ö No Ö I donít know Ö Just get 

me out of this hellhole, Lieutenant. 

Thatís all I ask! Ö

Your 

wish is my 

command!

Thanks, 

Jones. I owe 

you one Ö

That you 

do!

*See XIII Vol. 3: All the Tears of Hell.
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Oh Ö Billyís body Ö The combination of bad 

road and a sudden stop ejected the stretcher 

from the ambulance!

Feeling 

remorse, 

Captain?

He knew some things that could have helped 

jog my memory Ö but his madness took him too 

soon Ö

God knows 

what his life 

was like.

Thatís affirmative, Doctor. Itís the ambulance from 

Springdale Hospital! Empty, of course, except 

for a corpse that fell out the back Ö

Identify him, Sheriff! Sheriff! 

I found tracks! 

Ö

Ö Young male, Caucasian, in his twenties, very light-

blond hair Ö Dead as the proverbial doornail, if youíll 

pardon the expression Ö

No doubt about 

it - a helicopter 

took off from 

here!

A helicopter Ö ? No, no way. Our 

own air patrol wouldíve seen it! It 

was probably one of those weird 

machines the military keeps hiding 

Ö This whole escape stinks 

of black ops!

Doug, Tony, 

wrap up the dead 

meat and take the 

ambulance back 

to Plain Rock. This 

case is no longer 

our problem 

Ö
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Plain Rock 

Penitentiary for the 

Criminally Insane, 

maximum security 

facility Ö Two 

days later Ö How the 

hell do you 

run this place, 

Johansson?! Itís a 

disaster! Unacceptable! 

How could you let 

Rowland escape, 

dammit? With that 

little bastard Billy 

Stockton, too! 

Ö

Need I remind you those two were here 

for a reason? This is going to hurt you, 

I promise!

If I could just 

explain-

Stockton 

got off easy 

in the end! You 

knew I wanted him 
to rot slowly away 

in one of your 
cells!

I can assure you, judge, an 
internal investigation is underway 
and weíll get to the bottom of 
this.

Yeah, yeah, I know that tune. 
Donít bother.

OK, Reverend, 
letís get this over 

with!

Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who shall change 
our vile bodies Ö

One more thing: I want to take the little 
creepís ashes with me.

A request I received and to which I agreed Ö As soon as 
you get me the urn, Iím heading back to Pennsylvania!

??

As Ö As you wish, 
Mr Allenby.

Ö Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, 
dust to dust Ö

Ö My heart is filled with joy, my spirit 
with delight Ö 

Ö and my body rests in peace. Amen.
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Fifteen years 
earlier Ö

Not far from the town of Elyria, Ohio.

This is Trooper Stanford on State Route 82. 
Weíre responding to a call concerning a plane 

crash Ö Could it be one of the birds 
from your flying club?

Mr and Mrs Cardwell own one of those newfangled 
Cessna 172Ls. They take it out every weekend over 
the area youíre in Ö and theyíre not answering! Ö

Oooh, boy! If that was Daniel and 
Jane Cardwell, this is big news! 
Theyíre some of the wealthiest 
people in the state!

Do you see 
anything? I found 

them, Chief 
Ö

Dead! ... 
Both of them!

Hey!!! Over 
here, quick! 
There's some-
one else!
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Heavens!! It's a 
child!! We need to 
get him out of 
there ASAP!

Heís 

breathing!

Call Cleveland right now! We have a 

four- or five-year-old boy for the ER, 

probably the Cardwell son. They need 

to be ready when we get there!

Prepare a solution of etifoxine 3.5∞ and 

5mg of morphine! Heís in shock!

Youíre gonna 

make it, kid! Hang 

in there!

Dr Jenkins? Ö Weíre with 

the Ohio Tribune. How is the 

Cardwell boy doing?

I just finished 

operating on him. This 

is pretty close to a 

bona fide miracle!

I can see only three reasons 

for that child to still be alive 

Ö

First, he was in the 

back when the plane 

crashed Ö

What are 

his injuries, 

exactly?

Ö Second, the bones of a four-year-old are 

different from an adultís - the body is more 

Ö elastic! 

Head trauma, several broken ribs, a broken leg, 

dislocated clavicles, crushed sternum. Itís both a lot 

and very little considering the circumstances Ö

Yes: luck! As much as that can be applied to a child his 

age, whoís now an orphan and will forever be marked 

by this tragedy Ö

You 

mentioned 

a third 

explanation 

Ö ?
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Good, Billy Ö You look fit as a fiddle! See, you were 

right to spend all those weeks with us.

Youíre leaving the hospital today, though. 

Thatís good news, isnít it? And if you ever have a 

problem, anything, you know where to find me. 

Iíll always be there for you, all right?

Ahem Ö Uh Ö Youíll just have to keep taking 

a few medications and vitamins for a little 

while Ö Youíll be even stronger that way!

May 

I speak with 

you a moment, 

Mister Ö ?

Nathan Pretty, with 

the Department of Health, 

Education and Welfare. Weíre 

handling Billy Cardwellís 

case.

What will become 

of him?

Youíre right to do so Ö He needs affection and 

stability! Itís vital for his mental health Ö

Heís going to be placed in a ídeluxeí childrenís 

home in Chicago Ö Weíre coordinating with his 

parentsí lawyers to try and find a foster family 

for him. As quickly as possible, of course Ö
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Billy, let me explain the situation now Ö Iím 

the judge tasked with finding you a new family, 

do you understand? You canít 

live alone at your age! Ö

Many people have taken care of you since Ö 

uh Ö the accident Ö Now, youíre the only heir to 

Cardwell Foods Ö You know that your father made 

his fortune selling prepared foods, right?

Hmmm! Ö Anyway Ö The thing is, your parents didnít have any close 

relatives - no brothers and sisters, not even cousins! Itís not very 

common, but it does happen Ö

This lady is a distant aunt of your motherís. Her name 

is Alice Stockton, and this is her husband Jack. They 

live on a farm in Oklahoma. Youíre going to go live 

with them Ö

Of course, when youíre 18 youíll inherit the 

money from your old Ö uh Ö your parents. 

Hmmm! Ö In the meantime, Jack and Alice will 

take good care 

of you.

Billy Ö Itís like you have a new mom 

and a new dad! You have to understand 

Ö

How does that 

sound?

Speaking of which, your honour Ö What about 

my client Mr Stocktonís intention to give the 

boy his own name?

I completely approve this decision. The papers are being 

drawn as we speak - you should receive them soon.

Of course, 

Mr and Mrs Stockton 

will receive financial 

compensation. Let us 

now decide on the 

amount Ö
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Youíre a loser, 

Billy!

Hey, 

Mister! Ö 

*Pop*!

Thatís all 

you managed 

to make of 

yourself: 

a big, fucking 

loser!

Yoohoo, 

Mister! Ö 

What will it 

be?

Billyís a loser. Stop. Billy 

fucked up. Stop. Billy, buddy, 

the whole worldís laughing 

at you. Stop. Stop. Stop!

OK, Mr Wonít Talk. Gimme a shout when 

you make up your mind!

*Pop*!
Leave me alone, 

bitch! Not a good 

day to screw with 

me!

Damn! 

I almost feel 

like crying Ö 

Like a kid Ö 

Like a dumb 

kid!

Curse you, 
Batman! Iíll 
pursue you 
into Hell if 
I have to!

Curse you, Billy! 

I hate you! 

I hate you!
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Oh, come 
on! Donít tell 
me heís at it 

again!?!

Billy! What is 
that damned 
donkey still 
doing there? 
Did you put liniment on 
his wound again like 
I asked?

Get it out of 
there! You know it 
keeps being a pain 
because of the 

noise!

Did you hear me, Billy?!!

All right, fine, 
I'm moving it!

There, 
you nag! Iíll 
treat you, 
all right!

Daaad! 
Billy just 

kicked 
Mirabelle 

hard!

Iím sure 
he hurt her 

bad!

Iím gonna whup your ass, Billy! Five years 
Iíve been trying to teach you about life on 

a farm! Dammit, we donít strike the 
animals here!

Wait, what Ö ? You 
nasty little sneak! 

Where did you get these 
comics, huh? Ö Do you 

know how much theyíre 
worth? This is my stuff! 

Hands off!

Get it 
into your 
head once 

and for 
all!

SLAP!

BLA
NG!

HEEHAW
W!
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Thatís right! 

Go sulk in a 

corner and cry 

like a little 

girl!

Dream on, sucker. 

I stopped crying 

when you hit me a 

long time ago Ö

Whatís going 

on out here? 

I can hear you 

hollering from 

the other side 

of the house!

Itís all Billyís 

fault again, Mom! 

Donít you worry. 

Dad gave him a good 

beating! He wonít 

be bugging us 

for a while! 

Ha! Ha! Ha!

To think of all 

the love we give that 

boy, and he canít even 

do anything right!

The little creep went snooping through the 

bedroom while I wasnít looking Ö

Kathy, take that 

donkey to its corral 

and put some damned 

liniment on its 

wound!

But 

Dad-

Do as I say! Did you 

all decide to piss 

me off today or 

something?!

'We don't 

strike the 

animals 

here!' 

Yeah, right! 

But kids are 

fair game, 

apparently!

What am I to 

them?

Be patient, 

Billy. One 

day youíll 

get away 

from here!
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In the meantime, 

youíre still better 

off with them than 

in an orphanage, 

arenít you? Look at 

the silver lining!

Easy for you to say. Here you 

are, nice and comfy, basking in 

the sun, with no one barking 

orders at you all day long 

Ö I like you, though. Youíre 

my best friend, you know!

Iíve gotta go for 

now. Iím sorry, but I 

just thought about 

something that 

canít wait Ö

I noticed that little 

jerk a few days ago Ö 

He always comes to the 

creek to drink. I just 

had to rub him off!

That 

stinking 

cat!

?

? No way! 

Kathy and that sad 

loser Gavin?! Look 

at them, going at it 

like dogs Ö Gross! 

Makes me want to 

puke!

SPLOOSH!
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?
Where did those 

headlights come 

from? I didnít hear 

a car Ö

Oh? 

Theyíre 

gone!

Wow!

Hot damn! Itís like Iím in 

an alien invasion movie!

Something 

weirdís going 

on in those 

woods.

Huh 

Ö

Ö itís 

gone 

again! 

Ö
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Billy! 

Hey, Billy, you 

sleeping? 

Wake 
up!

What? 

Ö

What did you say, 

Dopey?

Donít call 

me that! You 

know I donít 

like it!

You promised 

youíd let me 

borrow your 

Batman issues!

Oh, yeah? Well, itís not gonna be easy! The old 

man said I was never to put my filthy hands on 

them again, so how am I supposed to get 

them to you? Ö

Come on, just 

once so I can have 

a look Ö Batmanís 

so cool!

Iíll think about 

it, Marvin Ö But 

right now, Iíve got 

better things to 

do than worry 

about you!

Outta 

my way, 

losers!

Ow!

Hey! 
Watch 

it!

Billy!! 
Where 

are you 
going?

Screw 

school. 

They can do 

without me 

for once!

Those lights 

last night Ö 

That wasnít 

normal. Iíve 

got to check 

it out!

An Army 

helicopter?! 

What are they 

doing here?
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What the hell, Sergeant 
Robertson? Did you think 
we put you in these woods 

for a little vacation!?

Didnít anyone ever teach you to read a compass?!! Youíre ten miles from the rendezvous 

point - and eight hours late!

I Ö Iím sorry, 

Captain! I-

This is a 
survival exercise, 

not a goddam picnic!!! 
When youíre planning on having a 

barbecue instead of kicking your 

own ass in gear, youíve missed 

the damned point!

Youíre out, Sergeant! 

Dismissed!

And let that innocent critter go, you 

dimwit!

Sir, yes, 

sir!

How many more to pick 

up, Lieutenant?

Just the 

one, Captain. 

Sergeant 

Crocker 

Ö

Dammit! Itís not like her, 

Lieutenant Ö Sheís one of 

our best!

Not to mention 

your future wife 

Ö Donít you worry, 

Cap. Weíll find 

her!

Well, well! We got 
ourselves a 

spy!

You shouldnít be here, kid. 

IT'S DANGEROUS!! 
In fact, shouldnít you be in 

school?

Schoolís 

out today!

And 

this is my 

home! I do 

whatever 

I want 

here!
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Iím not 
scared!

Iím not 
scared 
of the 
dark!

Iím not 
scared to 
be alone in 
the dark!

Scumbags! 
Stinking bastards! 
Youíll pay for 

this! You 
will!

All right, 
Billy. You 
can come 

out!

Sorry, boy, 
but you got what 

you deserved! Your 
aunt and I, weíve 

got principles - and 
skipping schoolís a sin 
in our book! In fact, 
itís the kind of stupid 
stunt I suggest you 

never try again 
Ö

Billyís 
scared of the 
dark! Billyís 
scared of the 

dark! Ö

What does 
he think, 

huh? That weíre 
just here to make 
sacrifices for him? 
To give him a roof 
and feed him like a 
prince and never 

say a word?!

You held out for five hours. 
Youíve got guts! Tell you what: 
if you want, Iíll let you shoot 

my shotgun. I know youíve 
always wanted to.

Thatís a Browning Citori 525, over-and-under 
barrels, steel receiver, oil-finish walnut stock 

and Schnabel forearm. Respect it.
I remember the day my father let me shoot his old Winchester for the 

first time Ö Damned if I donít still get chills thinking about it! 
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First, youíve got to rest the stock 

firmly on the shoulder, halfway between 

the middle of your cheek and the top of 

the right jaw Ö

Itís 

heavy!

The heavier it is, the more stable! 

Forget the weight and focus only on 

the target. Hold your breath - you must 

hear your heart beat in the barrel Ö

Dammit, Billy! 

You klutz! Are you 

made of marshmallow?! 

Donít let the gun 

dominate you - donít 

let anyone dominate 

you!

I didnít ask 

for this!

Thatís right, 

go play in your woods! 

Go climb your trees! 

You'll be a wimp 
all your life!

I donít give a damn about climbing 

trees! What does that asshole think?!

Truth is, since my mother died, I donít give 

a damn about anything! Ö Nothing matters 

any more!

I should have put the barrel in my mouth, 

and bam! No more Billy! Good riddance! 

Donít you think?

Huh. 

Youíre 

not talking 

today? 

Canít 

find the 

words? 

Ö
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?

Crap, 

that 

hurts! 

Ö

Who's 
there?

Oh, 

a kid 

Ö

Youíre a godsend, kiddo! Iím hurt Ö I need 

you to help me!

Donít expect them any time soon, then 

- I didnít see anyone around.

Whoa! Youíre 

bleeding a whole 

lot! Are you a real 

soldier?

Sergeant Crocker, 

9th Infantry Division. 

Iíve been stuck here 

for 24 hours, unable 

to move. I took a bad 

fall. The captain and 

his men must be 

looking for me.

I have a nasty 

gash in my belly and 

itís getting pretty 

infected Ö

Crazy! Sheís 

got the same 

beauty mark, 

in the exact 

same spot!

No one at 

all?

Not a soul 

- and I know 

these woods 

like the back 

of my hand!

This is an emergency 

Ö Sheís hurting, and 

I donít have anything 

to stop her from 

bleeding.

By the way, whatís your 

name?

Hello, 

Billy. 

Iím 

Erin.

Billy.
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Erin Ö First 
time Iíve ever 

heard that name! 
Kinda weird for 

a girl.

Sheís alone in the woods, like some small, 
wounded animal. Iím the only one she can 

count on. I have to take care of her.

You donít know what effect it would have 
on a human being! Ö Do you want her 

to die?

Are you sure about this, Billy? This stuff 
is dangerous. Itís meant for horses.

No, of 
course 
not! She 
canít die!

It might 
hurt a 

little at 
first, but 
itís for 
her own 
good.

Anyway, 
I donít 

want her 
to get 
better 

too quickly 
Ö

I want her 
to stay with 
me a little 
longer! The other soldiers 

canít find her.
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Iím getting weaker by 
the minute Ö Youíre gonna 

have to go tell someone, 
Billy! Ö

No, wait Ö I brought 
some special medicine to 

heal you Ö

I just 
need to 
pour it 

right over 
Ö

Are you nuts?! What the hell was that?
Oh, Lord, it burrrrns! 
Itís horrible! Ö Help me 

get up Ö right now!

What? 

But Ö Youíll 

never be able 

to-

Shut 

up and letís 

move! Thatís 

an order!

Ohhh Ö 
I Ö I feel 
dizzy Ö

I was 
just 

trying to 
help Ö

We Ö We 
need to get 
out of the 
woods Ö

The c Ö 
captain! Must 
contact him 

Ö

Oh, God 
Ö

?

Youíre 
staying 
with me, 

Erin.

Youíre never 
leaving me!
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Negative, 
Captain. 

No sign of 
movement!

Keep 
looking!

Too much vegetation, sir, and itís getting 
dark now. We canít do anything from up 
here - itís up to you on the ground! Ö

As if I didnít know 
that already!!!

Dammit, 
Erin, where 
are you?

We have two 
more units patrolling 

a little further 
north, Captain 

Ö

Thatís right - and what the hell 
are they doing? The longer it takes, 

the more danger sheís in Ö 

Find her, goddammit!

Iíve never lost a man in an operation. Iím 
not about to abandon a sergeant Iím due to 

marry - not during a simple exercise!

Back in the Jeep, Lieutenant. Weíre going 
back toward Route 76. Weíve yet to explore 

zones three and four Ö

B Ö 
Bob Ö 
Bobby 

Ö

Yes, 
sir!

Goodbye and 
good luck, 
Captain - 

Route 76 is 
clear on the 
other side of 
the woods!

The two of us still have plenty of time to spend together Ö
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What? Heís been 

missing for two 

days?

And youíre only 

telling us now?!

If we called you every time that 

kid makes trouble, youíd be 

camping in the yard!

Seriously, Sheriff. We had no 

reason to worry at first - itís 

not the first time heís done 

this kind of thingÖ

OK, OK! Ö Letís deploy in groups of three and comb 

the woods Ö For all we know, heís right nearby! Ö

Jack, Alice, see if 

you can round up 

a few volunteers 

from among the 

locals.

The Armyís on 

manoeuvres in the 

area Ö

Ö so donít be 

surprised if you 

meet some 

soldiers!

Iím ready - 

letís go! Heíd 

better watch 

out if I find 

him first!

Leave your 

shotgun on the 

rack, Jack! Thereís 

nothing that needs 

shooting tonight!

I have a question for you. Howís it going with him? Ö I mean, we all 

know about Billyís sad past, and Ö At times Ö

Iíll tell you what I think, Sam! That 

kid ainít normal! Sometimes he just 

plain scares me with those eyes that 

see right through you, like heís some 

demon. I have no idea what weíre 

gonna do with him!

Letís try 

to find him, 

Jack - and hope 

he didnít do 

anything stupid 

Ö
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Hmmmm 

Ö

What Ö ? 

Where am 

I?

Why Ö 

Why am I 

tied up?

Billy! Ö 

Owww!

If you move, youíll start bleeding again! 

And Iíll have to put on more liniment!

The soldiers want to hurt you. 

Youíre safe here!

Don't call me crazy! 
I saw them on the TV! They were killing 

people in the woods! They canít find us!

They Ö ? Are you 

crazy? Why would you 

think such a thing?
What?! Are 

you talking 

about Ö Vietnam? 
Is that it? The 

warís been over 
for more than 

a year!

Untie me right now! I donít know whatís 
going on in your head, Billy, but you canít 

keep me prisoner!

What are you talking about? Ö Weíre finally together 
again like before! Nothing can tear us apart now! I love you, 

Mom!
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Billy! 
... 

Billy!

Where the devil 
is the little creep 

hiding?
Maybe 

something 
bad 

happened 
to him.

Yeah, right! I knew 
something was wrong with 
that kid right from the start! 

We should have told 
the judge Ö

And 
forget 

about the 
support 
money?

Billy!

Gavin! Weíre not going to spend the 
whole night looking for that little 
twerp, are we? Not when we could 

be having some fun 
instead Ö

Billy, can 
you hear 

us?

Know 
what I mean 
Ö honey?

What 
if heís 
dead?

Bite your 
tongue!

?

?!

You must be Sheriff Logan! Captain 
Allenby, 9th Infantry Division, from 

Eastern Creek Base.

Us law enforcement types donít have the 
kind of means you have in the Army!

While switching channels, I stumbled 
upon your conversation, old-timer Ö 

Have you found the kid?

Did you come 
here straight 
from West Point, 
boy? Around 
here, everyone 
calls me Sam.

Havenít found 
jack!

Donít make me cry, Sheriff 
- weíre all in the same 

boat!
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Sheís 
fallen 
asleep.

But Iím 
watching 
over her 

Ö

I Ö

Did you get any sleep, 
Sam? Where are you?

Near Joe Finnís 
cabin - the old forest 
ranger Ö It popped 

into my mind last night 
and I wanted to check 
it out myself before 
going back to the 

station Ö

All kids 
love abandoned 

cabins!

Over here, Captain! 
We found something!

Sergeant Crockerís dog tags Ö buried, 
along with her rifle and pack! Ö

Oh, Lord Ö 
Erin Ö

I knew 
weíd find you 
eventually!

Come on, 
Billy, get- 

?!
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Sheís lost a 

lot of blood, 

Captain. Sheís 

in pretty bad 

shape!

And this was a 

simple exercise 

Ö Save her, 

Doc! Thatís all 

Iím asking.

Hang in 

there, Erin! 

Youíre gonna 

be OK!

All right, 

weíre out of 

here. Weíve spent 

too long in these 

damned woods 

as it is!

Goddammit, Billy! 
You think we donít have 

anything better to do than 

look for you? Ö

I've had it up to 
here with your 

running away 
and-

No!

You donít think the kidís been 

through enough as it is?
But 

Ö

All right, Jack! 

Take him back to 

the farm. Iíll drop 

by this afternoon 

- I need a word!
?

Get in there, you! 

This isnít over!
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It makes me sick to see 

this, I swear Ö

Is that 

how kids are 

treated around 

here? Like 

dogs?

Itís not that simple, Sally. Youíre not in Baltimore any more. 

I know you think all farmers are rednecks, but-

Sam! He saved her! If not 

for him, weíd never have 

found her! There are 

over 75,000 acres of 

forest around us - 

sheíd have died all 

alone in there!

How oldís Billy? Ten? Ten, for Pete's sake! 
I donít know many kids whoíd have done what 
he did!

You have no idea how true 
that is Ö Shit! I thought 

Iíd seen everything Ö

What do you 
mean?

God only knows what 
he did to her Ö

When I went into 
the cabin, the woman 

was tied up to a 
chair, both arms 

and legs!

That was 
a close 
shave!

The sheriff told 
those stinking Stocktons 
everything. They talked 
about me for hours.

They talked about 
reform schools, 
they even talked 

about prison! Ö But 
the sheriff didnít 
want the publicity 
it would all bring 
- a rich orphan 

kid, mistreated by 
his family, that 

would attract news 
reporters like 

vultures and all 
that Ö

Anyway, Jack and Alice love 
money too much to send me 

away!

And besides Ö

Ö Iím not 
done with 

them!
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ìThe hat only cost me a buck. The way I wore it, 
I swung the old peak way around to the back - 

very corny, Iíll admit, but I liked it that way. 
I looked good in it that way.î

Happy birthday, 

Billy! How old 

are you now?

Fourteen, 

apparently 

Ö

Today is a big day!

Itís harvest day!

?
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Iím almost 21, and what have I done 
with my lousy life? Ö

Shit, ever since my dad died 
in that accident, my momís been 

a total nutjob - and donít get 
me started on my adopted brother! 

What a psycho!

I swear - all 
I want to do is 

leave this stinking 
hole as soon as 

I can!

Hey! 
What 

about 

me?

What about 

you? Donít tell 

me you get off 

on washing cars 

all day long 

for that ass-

hole boss 

of yours?!

Yeah, well, 

I need that job, 

you know? Ö 

I donít have a 

dollar to my 

name!

Youíve got better than 

dollars, honey - youíve got 

all this! And if you donít want 

to lose it, youíre gonna have 

to come with me.

ëFrom the beginning I knew 

that thereís nothing wrong 

with you that I canít fix with 

my hands Öí

Damn, 

Kathy, you 

sure know 

how to 

motivate 

a-

Marvin? Ö 

What Ö What 

did you d-

Shut up, 

whore!

ëFeels to me like itís written all 

over my face Ö Can you see it, 

Joker?í
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Bullseye! 

Now, this is 

good shooting! 

In your face, 

Clint Eastwood!

Youíve come to 

say goodbye, 

Billy? Is that 

it?

Yep. Iím done with the 

backend of Oklahoma!

Iím taking 

the old 

manís gun. 

He owes 

me that 

much!

Mr Stockton? Ö Michael Owen. 

Iím a lawyer from Chicago. These 

gentlemen are administrators 

from Cardwell Foods Ö

I knew right away it was them 
Ö They werenít used to being 
up to their ankles in shit!

I celebrated 
my 18th 

birthday a 
week and 
two days 

ago. Theyíre 
here to tell 
me Iíve hit 

the jackpot 
- the 

inheritance.

Iím rich, and 
free to do 
what I want 
from here 

on.

Oh, 
youíre 
here?

Mmmm Ö 
Mmm Ö

Donít bother, Kathy. 
No one understands 

what you say! Ha! Ha! 

Ha! Marvin really did 
a number on you! That 

dummy actually thought 
he was Batman Ö Clean 
the town, fight vice Ö 

ëGoddamn Cityí! Now 
thatís funny!

I hear they 
locked him up in 

a loony bin where 
he bangs his head 
against the walls 

all day Ö

Mmmm Ö 
Mmmm Ö

Watch it 
- youíre 
drooling!

B
LA

N
G
!
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Today is a big day 
Ö Just a couple 
more things to 

grab, and Iím out 
of here! Ö

You wonít 
get another dime 
from me. Nothing! 

The Stockton family 
is cut off!

No more 
getting fat 
off good 
old Billy!

Aunt Alice? Are 
you napping?

Well, Iím going. 
So long!

And 
no hard 
feelings, 
right?

I have a 650-mile 
drive ahead of 

me Ö

Ö to 
Springfield, 

Illinois.

Or, more accurately, 
the University of Illinois, 

Springfield!

I canít 
stop thinking 

about her 
Ö

I know 
exactly 

what I have 
to do, now!
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Mr Stockton, 

may I talk to 

you a minute?

Your paper was excellent. Head and 

shoulders above the rest. The only 

reason your grade doesnít equally 

stand up is that I didnít want to create 

too much of a differential with your 

classmates so early in the year - 

but I wanted you to know.

Of course, sir. 

I understand. 

And thank 

you.

Continue like that, 

young man - youíre off 

to a brilliant start!

Hey! 
Hello, 

Billy!
Hi, 

girls!

Whoís that Billy? 

Heís super cute!

You donít know 

Billy Stockton? Heís 

the heir to Cardwell 

Foods!

Hi, there! Iím Sergeant 

Flannery. The US Army is 

conducting an information 

drive today, so if you have 

questions Ö

Thanks, but I wouldnít want to interrupt your 

conversation with this lovely lady Ö
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Oh, I was just 

telling the sergeant 

that my brotherís the 

commanding officer of 

Sandown, the nearby 

base!

Oh, yeah? Good for him! 

My nameís Billy Ö

Mercy! Letís 

change the 

subject! Thatís all 

Iíve been hearing 

lately - ëhow does 

it feel to be the 

daughter of the 

judge in charge 

of the Sheridan 

assassination 

investigation?í 

Itís exhausting!

Oh, OK Ö 

I know who 

you are too Ö 

JoAnne Allenby, 

right?
Ö Stockton! 

Yes, I saw your 

picture in the 

campus paper 

Ö

I can imagine Ö 

Heh. I just hope 

theyíll catch 

that murderer 

someday!

Oh, donít worry about that - Dadís a real 

bulldog when he gets his teeth into a case! 

Whoever killed the president can kiss his 

ass goodbye!

So, how 

about you 

buy me 

coffee?

Of course, that 

shameless flirt is 

strictly off-limits. 

Sheís already officially 

engaged to some 

super-rich East 

Coast guy Ö

The wedding is 

scheduled for 

next May Ö

Billy! 

Hey, 

sweetie!

Hey JoAnne! 

Need more 

help with 

the applied 

physics 

class?

Of course not! Ö Do you 

really think Iíll have any need 

for that once Iím married, 

silly?

What do 

you want then, 

princess?

You remember 

the little talk we had 

the other day? Ö Well, 

I managed to convince my 

parents to invite you 

to the wedding!

Isnít that 

great?! But I do 

have a tiny favour 

to ask you Ö You 

know my best friend 

Lucille? Ö
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Wait Ö 

Iím not sure 

that-

Come on, 

Billy Ö We 

both want it, 

donít we?

Lucille Winslow. Twenty years old. 

Also a student at UIS. Her father is the 

CEO of the Consortium of Midwest Banks. 

A close friend of the Allenbys Ö

The poor 

darling was 

down in the 

dumps because 

she didnít have 

a boyfriend and 

was threatening 

not to attend 

the wedding! 

Allenby senior 

tasked his 

daughter with 

fixing the 

problem Ö

Ö and 

she picked 

me Ö

Mind you, I kinda 

asked for it Ö 

That wedding was 

the only reason I 

got close to JoAnne. 

Pure selfish 
interest!

Lucille Ö You know Ö 

We donít have to Ö

Shh Ö Others 

do it, so why 

not us?

More clingy and grabby than a squid, 

that chick! I swear, if I didnít need her 

to secure entry at the Allenbys Ö

Itís my 

first time too! 

I think itís just 

as gross doing 

it as it was 

watching! Ö

Think of 

something 

else, Billy 

Ö

YES!

YES!

YES!

Arenít you 

driving kind 

of fast, 

Billy?

Donít 

start 

whining, 

Lucille! No, no, Iím 

not whining, 

Billy! Iím happy 

with you!
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Iím happy too! The more miles we 

cover, the closer I am to her Ö

Slow 

down, 

Bullitt!

All right, Iím slowing down. Happy? Ö Weíre here, anyway Ö

Absolutely, 

Miss Winslow. Your 

space is reserved in 

the guest parking 

lot.

Thanks!

They sure didnít skimp on security Ö

Miss 

Winslow 

and her 

escort have 

arrived.

OK - all 

clear!

'Her escort'!? 

Why not her chauffeur, 

while theyíre at it? Bunch 

of goons!

Relax, 

Billy. 

Theyíre 

just doing 

their job.

Lucille! Billy! 

Iím so happy to see 

you!

JoAnne! 

My goodness 

- itís your big 

day!

Oh, Iím so excited! Prepare to be 
dazzled - my dress 

arrived from Paris 
yesterday! It cost 

a fortune!So 
am I!

I want to 
see it!

In a little while, darling. The seamstresses are 
making a few last-minute alterations Ö Anyway, 

the ceremony wonít be until late afternoon - 
plenty of time to enjoy the house!

By the way, sorry, lovebirds, but youíll have to spend 
the night in separate rooms Ö My parents are sticklers 

for propriety: no hanky-panky before marriage!
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Pfff Ö If they knew about Michael and me! Ö We booked you 
a room in a small hotel nearby, Billy. 
Youíll see, itís perfect!

Not a problem, sweet 
thing. Everything will 
be over long before 

I go to bed Ö

In that case, ladies, 
Iíll go there right 
now to drop off my 
luggage and grab 
the keys Ö No time 
like the present!

Can you bring back 
my earrings, Billy? I must 

have left them with 
your things Ö

Oops! 
Ö Iím sorry!

I Ö Iím so sorry Ö Coming, darling? 
Theyíre waiting 
for us.

Yes, yes Ö 
Coming!

No harm 
done!

What is 
it? Ö Do you 
know that 

guy?

I donít 
think so, no. 
Iím sure Iíd 
remember!

Erin! 
Even more 

beautiful than 
before! Ö

You moron! 
You nearly ruined 

everything!

Ten damned years 
youíve been waiting 
for this moment Ö

Ö the only 
reason youíre 
here is her Ö

Ö and what do you do?

Body-slam 
her like some 
drunken hick!

INT_XIII MYSTERY EUC_06_UK_PG01-56.indd   38 11/12/19   15:52



39

Ö But it is the usual criminal procedure, my friend! There is quite a body 
of jurisprudence on the matter. A decree was even issued by the State of-

Oh, but I see my son Bobby and his charming wife coming!

Come here, kids. 
Let me introduce 

you to a few 
friends.

Bobby, you know Calvin Wax, of course - special adviser to 

President Galbrain Ö

How are you, sir?

Iíd like you to meet General 

Standwell Ö

Ö and my old friend Colonel 

McCall! Did I tell you my son 
has just made lieutenant 

colonel?

A 
pleasure!

Congratula-
tions, Bobby!

Ö All by myself, too - 
Father stopped nudging my 
career up a long time ago! 

Ha! Ha! Ha!

Gentlemen, 
this is my 

lovely 
daughter-
in-law, Erin 
Allenby Ö 
who was 
recently 
promoted 
to captain!

Youíre going to 
make me blush, 

Irving Ö What a 
lovely day, isnít 

it, gentlemen?

She didnít 
recognise 

me Ö

What do you think of the situation in Nicaragua, sir? 

And the latest Contras* offensive?

We support them, 
of course, but we must 

remain discreet Ö

A rather 
sensitive 
subject?

Champagne?
You wouldnít 

have any whisky 
instead, pal?

If you donít mind, Bobby, Iíll go 
see JoAnne Ö Iíll leave you men 

to talk!

Of course, 
darling.

*US-backed and -funded right-wing rebel groups opposed to Nicaraguaís socialist government in the 80S
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Cheap motel, crappy 
room Ö Oh, yeah, 
absolutely perfect!

Who the hell do 
those assholes 

think I am?

Some 
bum?

As if I couldnít book any suite in a five-star hotel!

Screw 
those Army 

types!

Iíll have to talk to her alone, face-to-
face. Sheíll be happy to see me again Ö

Sheíll understand Iím doing all 
this for her Ö

Itís for 
your own 
good, you 
know, Erin 

Ö

You must 
understand 

Ö

Ö you donít 
have a 

choice Ö
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There! 
Perfect fit!

Well, 
well Ö

Sorry, 
Lucille Ö

Ö but I have 
other plans! Ö

ëIím going with 
you, Billy! Iím 
never leaving 
you. I promise Öí

You'd 
better 

say just 
that, 
Erin!

JoAnne Mary 
Catherine Allenby, 

do you take Michael 
Paul Merrick as 

your lawful 
husband?

I was so sure they were with 
your things Ö

I do!

F
L
US

H
H

H
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I love you, baby, and if itís quite all right, I need you, baby Ö
Ö And Iím 
telling you 
that in politics, 
the ends can 
easily justify 
the means!

Youíre right! 
Enough of those 
negro riots and 
the tyranny of 

unions!

A double 
whisky - 
step on 

it!

It was a teenage 
wedding Ö

Ö and the old folk wished 
them well Ö

May I ask 
you for a 
dance?

Sure, 
why not?

So, what do you do when 
youíre not bumping into 
people?

Oh, you remember 
me? Ö

What do I do Ö ? Well, among other 
things, I try to make amends.

ëCíest la vieí, say the old folks, it 
goes to show you never can tell Ö

Thanks Ö If youíll excuse me Ö
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Hey!

S Ö Sorry I startled 

you!

I forgot to introduce 

myself. Iím a friend of 

JoAnneís - weíre in college 

together. But I donít know 

many people here!

Is that 

so?

I Ö 

I wanted 

to tell 

you-

Piece of advice? Go back to your girlfriend ASAP Ö 

Sorry - I have to go now!
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ëIím going with you, Billy! Iím never 
leaving you. I promise Öí

Yeah, 
right!

She shot me down!

Ah, shiiit Ö hic 
Ö Iím covered in 
whisky! Ö That 
shirt was Ö hic 
Ö brand-new, 
too!

Well, 
no choice 

Ö Gotta take 
it off Ö 

hic!
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Find her 
Ö

Find her, 
quick Ö

Are you feeling 
OK?

I probably drank 
a little too much 
Ö Iím going to lie 

down for a 
while Ö

Tell me, Bobby, 
there wouldnít 
be a little Allenby 
on the way, would 
there?

No Ö I 
donít think 
so Ö Sheíd 

have told 
me!

There 
you are 

Ö
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Shhhh Ö Itís all right! Ö

CLICK!

What Ö What do you 
want? You Ö You have 
no right to-

No 
right? 

...

Everybody else 
has had the 
right! The right 
to a real family! 
The right to 
celebrate their 
birthday Ö The 
right to have 
a story read 
to them before 
bed Ö 

Why?

Why did I never 
get that right? 
Never get the 

chance?

I Ö But Ö I donít 
know you! 

Get out!

Donít tell me youíve 
forgotten? Oklahoma! 

The cabin in the 
woods! We were happy 

back there, and then 
Ö You left too soon, 

you know Ö

Look! I brought it back to you Ö 
You see? I didnít forget you!

Oh, my God Ö You Ö It canít be?! Ö

Yes! 
Itís me Ö 

Billy! 

Your 
Billy!

I love you, 
Mom!

Get your hands off me, 
you psycho!!!
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Oww ... Er ... 

Eriiiiin!

Sweet 
Jesus Ö It 
hurts Ö

Erin ... I 
... I forbid 
you to 
leave!

You 
can't run 
away from 
me again! 

Come 
back!!

Iíve got it 
all worked out 

Ö Weíll be happy 
together, like before 
Ö I had Dadís plane 
repaired Ö Weíll 

go flying on 
weekends Ö

Erin? Ö Erin? Eriiiiiin!!! You canít reject 
me, Mom Ö
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B ... 

Bobby!

?

Why would 

you make me 

do this?! Ö

Who are you talking 

about, Erin? Who 

came back? Ö

Spread out 

and search 

the grounds! 

He canít be 

far!

Lucille! Billy just attacked Erin!!!

What?! 
No, no, I donít 

believe it Ö What 

could have gone 

through Ö ?

Billy ... 

My Billy 

...

Watch your-

selves - he may 

be armed ...

We should 

evacuate 

everyone!

Out of the 

question! Heís not 

ruining the celebration! 

Weíre going to say 

nothing and hunt down 

that little bastard!

And 

if needed, 

shoot him!

Iím not letting 

anyone threaten 

my family under 

my own roof!
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Iím 

sure heís 

somewhere in 

the thicket! 

Letís go! Ö

Ö And 

surround 

him!

Hang tight, Billy! Youíre no wimp Ö 

You can take on those assholes, easy!

Youíre a loser, Billy! A pathetic loser!

No ... 
Iíve gotta run! 

Get out of 

this trap!

I heard something Ö 

The parking lot!

You go up along 

the cars and Iíll head 

left Ö

!

Billy!!
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I want that maniac, 
Sheriff! Put every last man 

you have on it, but I want him to 

spend the rest of his life in jail, 

do you hear me?

Weíll get him, Judge! We know 

that he headed west, and we already 

informed our colleagues in Ohio, 

West Virginia, and Maryland Ö

I have to say 

Ö It looks like 

heís pretty 

crazy!

Like Ö 

clinically-

insane type 

of thing Ö

Drive Ö Donít think 

Ö Just keep driving 

straight ahead!

Curse you, Billy! I hate you! 

I hate you!
We interrupt this programme for 

a special news bulletin. We have just 

learned that the police are actively 

looking for a suspect in what is now 

known as ëthe Allenby Caseí Ö

Ö Judge Allenby, do you know the man who came into your home 

with a weapon to threaten you and your family?

This is a photograph of the suspect. His name is Billy 

Stockton, 18, blond, blue eyes, a student at the University 

of Illinois, Springfield. If you see him, please call-

As a matter of fact, my daughter-in-law met him in Oklahoma when 

he was just a child Ö He was already extremely disturbed Ö

Wait 

Ö ?
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That's him!!! 

He's here!

Get him! Heís the psycho 
we just saw on TV! Ö 
Sam, call the cops!

All right, fella Ö Stay 
right where you are, OK? 

Ö

Stay out of this! This is none 
of your business!

Leave me alone! ... 
I hate you all!!! Oh, 

my God!

Did you see 

how she just 

fell?
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No Ö 

Mercy Ö

Fall! 
Ha! Ha! 

Ha!

Yeah, like 
that! Fall! 

Fall!

Fall! 
Fall down! 

Fall down!

The 
accused 
will rise!

Having heard the witnesses 

and the opinions of medical 

experts in your case Ö

Ö this court orders that you be 

immediately committed to the Plain 

Rock High Security Penitentiary 

for the Criminally Insane!
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Here are Stocktonís 

ashes, sir.

Good. Iím leaving immediately - 

my plane is waiting for me.

Letís hurry up and go 

home!

Is she 

there?

Yes, 

sir. Sheís 

waiting for 

you.

Good evening, Judge 

Ö I didnít want to be 

late.
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Lucille? 

Ö

Yes Ö I know Ö Iíve changed Ö This is what 

you wanted, 

right? Ö

Thank 

you Ö

Billy was the only one to ever look at 

me Ö To speak kindly to me Ö I know 

that, deep down, he wasnít a monster Ö

I donít give a damn about your feelings, Lucille 

Ö If I agreed to your request, it was out of 

respect for your father!

You can roll around in his ashes or 

snort them for all I care - thatís your 

business - but donít ever mention Billy 

Stockton to me again!

Youíve reached the end of 

your road, Billy! May you 

finally rest in peace Ö

Youíre going to join your 

parents. Iím sure your mother 

will take good care of you Ö

Donít tell her how you got 

mired in your madness Ö How 

you ruined everything! Ö

Donít 

tell her 

the whole 

story Ö

Just tell 

her you 

love her!
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Good Lord, Steve, how did 
you do that?

Steve, I beg you Ö Please let me go with 
you. If I stay here, Iím dead.

Keep it down, 
Billy, or youíll 
wake Jericho 

up.

I knew youíd try something! I knew it! Quick! 
Get this damned manacle off me!

Sorry, kid. Iím going 
alone.

Iím sorry, Billy. Itís too risky. 
You canít understand, but for 
me itís a matter of life and 
death now. I must get out of 
here, whereas you Ö

Ö Whereas I donít matter, is that it? Iím 
not a member of your damned cult!

Wait, what? Ö What did 
you say? Ö 

Where? When?

Oh, yeah Ö 
Youíre not the 

first one Iíve seen 
with a Roman numeral 

tattooed on his 
shoulder! Ö Didnít 
see that coming, 

huh?
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Yeah, right! What do I get out of 

telling you, huh, if Iím left to rot 

in here?

Whatís to say youíre not just spinning me a yarn so Iíll take 

you with me? Ö I could snap your neck right here, kid!

Hee, 

hee, hee! 

Finished!

I need something more 

concrete, Billy!

Hhhhhh ... OK, OK! Ö It Ö It was at a 

wedding a few months ago Ö

This guy barged into the bathroom 

after spilling whisky all over himself 

Ö He took off his shirt, and thatís 

when I saw it Ö

Do you remember the tattooed number?

I didnít stick around. 

Besides, it was flipped in the mirror Ö

All I can tell you is that heíd 

come from Washington. One of 

those asshole soldiers who can 

do anything they want. He wasnít the 

only big cheese invited to that wedding 

either. There were a bunch of others 

Ö But Iíll tell you the rest once weíre 

outside. Quid pro quo, Steve!

Fine, you win. Youíre coming with me!

Hereís what 

weíre going 

to do Ö

Sonovabitch! Slimy 
bastard! Pig!

Ö To be continued in XIII Vol. 3 All the Tears of Hell.
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